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Context and highlights
Goolwa Children's Centre is situated 80kms from Adelaide in the FLEURIEU DISTRICT. This centre is an integrated 
service, which incorporates Child Care, DECD Kindergarten, Community Development, Family Services and Child 
and Family Health at the same site and has 87 licensed places. The children's ages range from 6 weeks to 6 years 
old and they can access all programs offered across the centre. This engenders caring and supportive relationships. 
Developing and maintaining relationships between children, staff and parents is a centre priority and part of the 
centre philosophy. The centre operates with 2 main groups of children  - 0-3 years and 3-5 years. The children with 
additional needs are supported through the Southern Fleurieu Health Service and the DFE Pre-school Support 
Program. Goolwa is situated on the Murray River close to the Coorong and the coast. Small business, tourism and 
farming are the communities main economic drivers. Socio economic backgrounds vary comprising of self-
employed, full to part-time working families that necessitate traveling or working away from home. Transport is a 
problem for some families. The Goolwa Children's Centre is situated close to the Goolwa Primary School and to the 
new high school opening in 2022. The majority of children come from the Goolwa township and surrounding areas 
including Middleton, Port Elliot, Hindmarsh Island and Currency Creek. Our centre is an Integrated service offering 
DFE preschool which operates along South Australian school term times and long day care which operates 50 
weeks of the year. The centre has a Community Development Coordinator who facilitates programs with partner 
agencies including Goolwa Primary school and other local Fleurieu schools , Department of Child Protection, 
Southern Fleurieu Health service, Relationships Australia, Aboriginal Health, Whalers Housing, Housing SA. The 
centre has a full time  family Practioner who supports at risk families. Speech Pathologist and Occupational 
Therapist 1 ?  days  per week. CAFHS services operate at the centre 5 days per week. Clerical assistant  works 4 
days per week. The centre has 1 full day closure at the beginning of each year. The DFE preschool is closed for 4 
student free days per year. The full day closure is one of the preschool closure days. A Goolwa Children's centre 
has a car park alongside the centre and on street parking available, there is also a school staff car park in front of 
the centre. 

Governing council report
2020 at the Goolwa Children's Centre was impacted due to COVID 19 for the middle of the year. 
Both the Mulga and Hive rooms continued to run their annual projects such as chicken hatching and creating 
awareness of Australia’s first people through fun activities, songs and acknowledgement of country. Staff, as 
always, showed a keen interest in the happiness and well-being of every child, through their commitment to their 
own engagement with the centre and professional development training.
During COVID19 closure the staff were dedicated to support home learning and stayed connected with children and 
families through the seesaw app and provided learning for those children at the centre where parents needed to 
work as essential workers.
Staff and the governing council had to cancel fundraising events and had to cancel or restrict programs provided to 
the wider community. 
Development plans for the centre will continue into 2021, for extensions to the administrative facilities as the centre 
needs to accommodate the growth it has and will continue to face.
I wish the centre the best of luck in 2020.
Kind Regards
Donna Haskett
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Improvement planning - review and evaluate
In 2020 there were 3 Improvement priorities:

Goal 1: To improve children's ability to maintain a reciprocal shared conversation, using increasingly sophisticated 
language. 
In 2020 staff were engaged in a number of ways to build their capacity as educators. At site level we aimed for staff 
to continue with the 2019 PLC with our local primary school to develop continuity of learning for children, with a 
focus on Literacy. The Covid19 pandemic impacted on the sites ability to meet and this limited our opportunities to 
share practice. 
Strive for 5 reciprocal conversations was the planning to support goal 1. The staff worked collaboratively with site 
speech pathologist. In term 1 Reflection we focused on how we question children, and the length of our 
conversations with children. We discuss ways of collecting evidence to show improvement. Term 2 children were 
offered a home program and seesaw was used to share learning and keep children connected. As children returned 
to the centre in term 3 much of the focus became about their wellbeing and the literacy focus became about 
supporting children’s and families wellbeing.

Goal 2: To improve children's capacity to understand their emotions to support self-regulation. 
The 0-3 team has embedded the ‘GO SLOW, STAY LOW’ to provide a predictable, calm environment for babies 
and toddlers as they transition into care. To be able to support children’ self- regulation staff first need to have a 
deep understanding of self-regulation and the strategies they use themselves. We planned to provide staff training 
in 2020 however COVID19 limited our progress. The preschool staff had accessed the interoception training late 
2019. Staff began to embed the interoception concepts into the daily routines and program to support our children to 
settle into our environment and this was more evident as children returned to the centre after the COVID19 closure. 
The preschool staff attended the Berry street training mid-term 4 to support the ongoing need for children, staff and 
families to understand the importance of being able to regulate their bodies. This important work will continue into 
2021.

Goal 3: To extend children's curiosity and willingness to accept and challenge other ideas and perspectives. 
Childcare staff were challenged by inquiry based learning and through reflection wanted a deeper understanding of 
inquiry learning, where children are curious, engaged and learn from each other. How do we scaffold children’s 
learning supporting their ideas, thinking and theories? How do we include children's voice, and how do we share 
children's learning with families? These were the question’s the Hive team were reflecting on at their reflection 
meetings. This work had only just begun in 2020 and will continue in 2021. We introduced the journals to record 
children's learning to preschool and wanted to progress this idea through childcare. 

Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment comment
Enrolments were very similar to 2019 with enrolments low compared to other years. The numbers stayed consistent 
through out the year with 2 families transferring to other locations within South Australia. We have a few transient 
families, where some families transfer in and others transfer out. This is a pattern we see every year as families make 
a sea change or return from living overseas, while others have moved back to the area to be close to family as they 
have their own families or to care for elderly parents. We had a family move interstate in 2020 during the COVID19 
pandemic as their work commitments were in the mines interstate so families transferred to be keep the family unit 
together. We 3 Aboriginal children enrolled.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2017 51 58 53 52

2018 46 51 52 57

2019 34 36 38 36

2020 36 N/A 34 34
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2017 2018 2019 2020

418 - Eastern Fleurieu Strath R-6 Campus 0.0% 0.0% 2.8% 6.7%
157 - Goolwa Primary School 83.0% 87.0% 88.9% 80.0%
9412 - Investigator College 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 6.7%
453 - Victor Harbor R-7 School 0.0% 0.0% 2.8% 3.3%
8163 - Willunga Waldorf School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.3%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2020 collection.

A high percentage of our children are going to the Goolwa Primary school with small percentages of children attending 
local private schools. The percentages of children going to our local school has continued to remain consistent from 
2019 to 2020. The announcement of a local High school has supported families to enroll in their local primary school. 
This has supported continuity of education in Goolwa. The other  impact is the boundaries of catchment set for local 
schools where families need to access their local school as the first option.

Destination schools comment

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2017 centre 96.6% 95.2% 95.9% 84.2%

2018 centre 95.2% 91.2% 93.9% 88.0%

2019 centre 91.5% 91.8% 88.0% 93.6%

2020 centre 95.2% N/A 88.6%  84.7%

2017 state 90.5% 88.2% 85.9% 87.2%

2018 state 90.7% 88.3% 87.0% 87.2%

2019 state 90.3% 87.4% 85.8% 86.4%

2020 state 89.3% 82.0% 84.8% 85.9%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendances remained fairly consistent through out 2020. Sickness is the other main reason for non attendance with a 
large number of children sick through the winter months. Attendances were impacted by COVID19, In past years when 
children have had a cold they have still attended. Due to COVID 19 rules we had more children absent with illness 
than previous years. Other parents chose to keep their children home more often and were far more wary of the 
COVID 19 pandemic. We have several families where transport has been an issue. we live in an area of no affordable 
public transport so this impacts on attendance. 
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Client opinion summary
The parent survey carried out in term 3 2020, as in 2019, indicated  an improvement in the area of information sharing 
and parent participation in the centre programs with parents from the feedback received in 2020. This has been a 
centre focus the SEESAW APP for parents into the Kindergarten, parent teacher early conversations, the community 
programs, playgroups, the cooking sessions, the end of term 3 learning journal sharing and the family days. The other 
impact was term 2 where staff implemented the learning from home program, where children were able to take their 
journals home and document their learning with their families and then share with other families and staff.
Emotional support  plans continued in 2020 to support children and families with trauma, special rights, Under the 
Guardianship of the minister and for many other reasons where children are having 'Big Feelings' and having 
difficulties transitioning in, engaging with their learning.
Parent survey showed strong support for the programs and staff at the centre.
Overall our rating for all areas of the parent survey were above 5.4 so indicated high satisfaction across all areas.

100% of our staff, both childcare and DFE have a up to date relevant history screen. 

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $579,795
Grants: Commonwealth $726,807
Parent Contributions $235,920
Other $1,458

Financial statement
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2020 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

In 2020 using the Literacy and numeracy indicators we focused on Numeracy "I quantify my world".  and 
Literacy "I use language to connect to my world".  

Literacy and numeracy  learning was 
documented through in their learning 
journals and improvement was evident in the 
documentation.

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes 
(children's centres only)

Our community parenting groups were well supported through 2020 until they were restricted under 
COVID19 policy. We reintroduced playgroup utilizing the local community spaces. The parent feedback 
has been how keen families are to return to our community parent programs planned for 2021. 

Build strong connections with all services 
within the centre and see many families 
accessing several services and transition to 
care.

Inclusive Education Support Program

During 2020 nine children completed the year receiving support funding. Children were referred for 
speech and language, ASD, behavior and learning delays. The funding was used to support implement 
support programs collaboratively with DFE and external support services. 

All children have transitioned into school 
with varying degrees of on going support 
depending on the child's diagnosis. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

No children at the centre received funding for additional language or dialect. N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


