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Goolwa Children's Centre

Context and Highlights
PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT 2017Goolwa Children’s Centre provides accessible, flexible quality care and education for
children birth to school entry in a play based program. We acknowledge that the land we meet and work on, and care for
our children on, is Ngarrindjeri-Ramindjeri land. We respect the past and present Elders of the community. We
acknowledge: “This is the land of the Ramindjeri-Ngarrindjeri people. They are the first custodians of this land. We respect
the Elders of long ago and today”.We believe relationships are fundamental to our work and we work in partnership with
families to respect each child’s culture and divesity. We respect and value children as competent and capable individuals.
Our daily practices reflect community needs.
Goolwa Children’s Centre is situated 80kms from Adelaide in the FLEURIEU DISTRICT. This centre is an integrated
service which incorporates Child Care, DECD Kindergarten, Community Development, Family Services and Child and
Family Health at the same site and has 87 licensed places. The children’s ages range from 6 weeks to 6 years old and
they can access all programs offered across the centre. This engenders caring and supportive relationships. Developing
and maintaining relationships between children, staff and parents is a centre priority and part of the centre philosophy. The
centre operates with 2 main groups of children – 0-3 years and 3-5 years. The children with additional needs are
supported through the Southern Fleurieu Health Service and the DECD Pre-school Support Program.
Goolwa is situated on the Murray River close to the Coorong and the coast. Small business, tourism and farming are the
communities main economic drivers. Socio economic backgrounds vary comprising of self-employed, full to part-time
working families that necessitate traveling or working away from home.
Transport is a problem for some families. The Goolwa Children’s Centre is situated close to the Goolwa Primary School
and Investigator College. The majority of children come from the Goolwa township and surrounding areas including
Middleton, Port Elliot, Hindmarsh Island and Currency Creek.
Goolwa Children’s Centre 2017 Highlights
1. Staff presentations was focus on Learning through play.
2.Spiny leaf insect, tadpoles, yabbie and the hatching chickens
3. Lions club donation for the garden shed.
4. Improved web site.
5.Grant to develop a Bush tucker garden.
6. End of year concert

Report from the Governing Council
Learning through Play was 2017 overlying theme. Lots of inactive play in Kindergarten with a variety of animals, spiny leaf
insects, tadpoles and even chickens. Both Kindy and the Hive focused on transportation/things that move, which involved
a lot of fun activities. The Hive & Mulga also were able to get moving with fun mini disco’s complete with light displays.
Mulga has been very busy with lots of new enrolments over the year, and have been working on activities that encourage
turn taking/sharing and provide space for those all important first crawls or steps.
Some of the events of 2017 are as follows: Lions Club Donation has been used for the construction of a bike shed, which
was elected with the very generous labour donated by Kies Hardware. A new and improved website was launched which
looks fantastic and is very user friendly, enabling the wider community to interact with the centre, in just another way.
CAFHS joined the centre, which has created office and desk space issues, but as always, everyone has done amazing job
accommodating the change. Lots of Community Programs have been conducted over the course of 2017, which have all
been well received by the community and will continue into 2018.
2017 has been a good year, yet one unresolved issue for the centre is the continued negotiations for an EBA, which is
long over due to be finalized. I, myself, am committed to achieving a result in the near future, for the center’s staff. Who
have always committed their time, energy and enthusiasm to not just their jobs but the centre family nights, BBQ’s and
AGM’s.
Personally, I appreciate the care that they provide my son and appreciate the opportunity to be apart of the governing
council. I look forward to continuing in 2018.
Crystal Wall.
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Quality Improvement Planning
Key improvements sought for 2017
1 Continue to review and evaluate planning, programming and documenting children’s learning for group and individual
children with a focus on DECD priorities - literacy and numeracy, child protection curriculum and to meet NQS standards.
2 Build and promote a culture of reflective practice with a commitment of continuous improvement
- Literacy - to extend children’s development and reinforce competency in communication
- Numeracy – to support children to have the confidence, capacity and disposition to use mathematics.
Improvement Plan
Staff inquiry question: “What does learning through play look like for children in your care?
The outcomes
1. Improve learning outcomes for children.
2. Team training and development for staff.
3. Build a culture of professional development.
4. Have a shared common understanding of child development for children in the early years.
Process
Staff teams researched and then presented at staff meeting using protocol process to support their learning. This built an
awareness of the way children learn with the whole staff team and what that looks like for children 0-6 years.
Using the literacy and numeracy indicators in programming, planning and documentation was evident and were inclusive
of teacher and child initiated learning opportunities and inclusive of child’s voice and teacher observations.
Staff collected data through the implementation of the collaborative planning tool and used the data to inform staff about
children’s learning for EYLF, literacy and numeracy.
Collaborative planning tool findings round 1and 2 2017
Total 52 children EYLF Outcome 1round 1 and 48 children EYLF round 2 outcome 1
• 100% of children enrolled 52 (R1) and 48 (R2) children had evidence based documentation to support the findings.
• 48 (R1) and 47 (R2) children are on track.
• 4 (R1) and 1 (R2) children need to be monitored.
•Demonstraes improvement through 2017.
Reflective staff meetings were scheduled for the Mulga(0-3), Hive (3-5) childcare teams and the Preschool staff team to
support continuity of learning, best practice and improved learning outcomes for children. This provides opportunities for
staff to challenge each others philosophies and thinking, to learn from each other and to develop consistent strategies to
support children and their families.
The RRR scale was used to collect data with a focus on children's learning environments and relationships to measure
areas for improvement from 2016 to 2017. The results demonstrated that children were engaged in a large variety of
indoor and outdoor play activities and routine times and adult interactions had increased and improved from 2016 to 2017.
Where there were adult interactions the learning was much more visible and the child's engagement was for longer
periods of time. This was supported with the service assessment with quality area 1 as met and quality area 5
Relationships with children exceeding.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2015

43

48

49

49

2016

46

51

51

53

2017

53

58

53

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Management and Information Systems.

Enrolment Comment
Enrolments began in 2017 at 53 and with families moving into the area throughout the year grew to 58 in term 2. We then
had several families move out of the district for work and other family reasons, a GOM child relocate and 2 children left for
private school intake which lowered the enrolments in term 3 and 4. By the end of term 4 we had 2 ATSI children enrol and
one of the ATSI children is also under the guardianship of the minister. Our enrolments have fluctuated throughout 2017.

Attendance
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2015 Centre

92.9%

81.3%

88.4%

88.3%

2016 Centre

88.4%

84.9%

94.5%

96.9%

2017 Centre

96.5%

95.2%

95.9%

2015 State

92.4%

90.2%

87.8%

88.5%

2016 State

91.1%

89.6%

87.9%

87.9%

2017 State

90.6%

88.8%

86.7%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the DECD
Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual attendance
using booked hours divided by attended hours.

Attendance Comment
Attendances have remained fairly similar to 2016. We have several children under the guardianship of the minister who
have access visits throughout the year that impacts on attendance for these children. Some single parent families who
have shared care where children often have visitation rights with other parents. This incorporates holiday stays as well as
other visits. Several of our children have been on extended family holidays. All of this impacts on attendance to
kindergarten. Sickness is the other main reason for non attendance with a large number of children contracting the flu in
2017.
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Destination Schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2015

2016

2017

0157 - Goolwa Primary School

76.6%

65.9%

83.7%

0342 - Eastern Fleurieu Ashbourne Campus

0.0%

0.0%

2.0%

0356 - Port Elliot Primary School

6.4%

4.9%

2.0%

9012 - Encounter Lutheran College

0.0%

2.4%

0.0%

9406 - Investigator College - Goolwa Campus

17.0%

26.8%

12.2%

Total

100%

100%

100%

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Management and Information Systems.

Destination Schools Comment
There has been a shift in 2017 of children now enrolling into their local government school. This is largely due to a
dissatisfaction with the private school options and the new leadership at the local Primary school.
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Client Opinion Summary
The parent survey carried out in term 3 2017 indicated an improvement in the area of information sharing with parents
from the feedback received in 2016. This has been primarily due to the implementation of the SEESAW APP for parents
into the Kindergarten, where parents get information immediately about their child's day.
There has also been the opportunities for families to meet with staff twice per year formally to discuss their child's
progress. Emotional health care plans have also been introduced to support children and families with trauma, special
rights, Under the Guardianship of the minister and for many other reasons where children are having difficulties settling or
learning.
Parent survey showed strong support for the programs and staff at the centre and indicated that some staff were unsure
how cultural diversity was inclusive in the program and support for special needs.
Overall our rating for all areas of the parent survey were above 5.6 so indicated high satisfaction across all areas.

DECD Relevant History Screening
100% of our staff, both childcare and DECD have a up to date relevant history screen. All governing council, volunteers
and other services that attend the service are required and have the relevant history screenings.

Financial Statement
Funding Source

Amount

1

Grants: State

542,926

2

Grants: Commonwealth

310,940

3

Parent Contributions

280,093

4

Other

10,716

2017 Preschool Annual Report: Improved Outcomes Funding
Improved Outcomes Category
(where applicable to the site)

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Improved ECD and Parenting Outcomes
(Children's Centres only)

Improved outcomes for children with disabilities

Briefly describe how the 2017 funding was used to improve the relevant DECD Standard of Educational
Achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

In 2017 using the Literacy and numeracy indicators we focused on Numeracy "I quantify my world".
Staff attended training and development for implementing the concept of Back to Front maths looking
at children clearly understanding the concept of number. This is also the case for literacy with a
focus on book base learning. Increase in small group work was introduced.
2017 showed an increase in parent programs for families at risk with the training opportunities
offered to the FSC and the OT. We have seen an increase in attendance for these groups through
2017. Groups include playgroups, sing and grow,The garden, Thoughtful parenting and more.

The collaborative planning tool indicated
improvement for all children in 2017 both in
literacy and numeracy.Work will continue in
2018 with a focus on oral language &
number.

During 2017 seven children completed the year receiving support funding. All children were referred
for speech and language. Two of these children had more complex needs. One child was referred to
the Unit for ongoing support. Three children transitioned into school with support funding. Three
children no longer met the criteria for funding and had reached their goal of mild to moderate delays
and will be monitored at school.

All children demonstrated improvement
with the speech and language funded
programs. Each child has individual
documentation and evidence of
improvement.

No children at the centre received funding for additional language or dialect.
Improved outcomes for children with additional
language or dialect

* The DECD Standard of Educational Achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

